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2002 Legislative Preview

PO Box 40600
Olympia, WA 98504-0600
(360) 786-7902

E-mail: eickmeye_bi@leg.wa.gov
Web: http://www.leg.wa.gov/house/members/
d35_2.hfm

Toll-free Hoftline: 1-800-562-6000
TDD (for hearing-impaired): 1-800-635-9993

Committee assignments:

Juvenile Justive & Family Law

Narfural Resources

Rules

Trade & Economic Development (vice chair)
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Dear Neighbor,

By law, Washingfon's sfare Legislarure meefs every year: 105
days in odd-numbered years, and 60 days in even-numbered
years. In ordinary fimes — nor thar we've had any of rhose for
quire a while — the heavy liffing is done during the long ses-
sion. Thar's when rhe srare’s biennial operafing, ransporrarion
and capiral budgefs are hammered our. Also, because there
is more fime, these are rhe sessions when rhe mosr complex
and significant bills on other issues, such as the environment or
welfare reform, rend ro be worlsed on.

The shorr session is then devored fo whar you mighr call
"houselkeeping.” | don't mean rhese sessions are less impor-
rant; ir's jusr thar the worlks we usually do then isn't going fo
excire the headline wrirers ar your local paper. We'll malke
mid-course correcrions on our biennial budgers, for example,
and rwealk bills enacred during rhe previous session.  Thar's
also when we pur rhe finishing rouches on bills thar may have
been in the worlss for one, rwo, three or more years.

As | said, there haven't been many “ordinary” sessions larely,
bur 2002 promises ro be rthe most extraordinary session in
recent memory. We've gor ro complerely rewrife the operat-
ing budger o correct for a deficir thar's well over $1 billion,
and growing. We've gof o step up and address the franspor-
rarion crisis thar is steadily choking western Washingron. And
we've gor ro do these things, and more, withour bringing the
roof down on our school kids, vulnerable seniors, or Mother
Narure.

Big jobs, bur not impossible. I'm looking forward to doing
whar we need ro do and ending this session on fime for a
change. I'll send a full report larer this spring, and in the
meanfime, please sray in rouch wirh your suggestions and
concerns. Ir's a privilege representing you in Olympia.

Sincerely yours,

Gt L

Bill Eickmeyer
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Making
government
work better

In rhe srare Legislarure, we'll keep worling o strreamline our government. We can
do more ro make Washingron as competifive as possible for business — all the more
critical as we deal with the effects of the narional recession. With this in mind, one of
rhe first acrions of the new Democraric House majority was the creation of a special
rasks force on economic competitiveness. The group will worls with kkey industry and
small-business leaders, and wirh the governor's Competiriveness Council, o identfify
Qcrions we can fake ro improve sfafe economic condifions.

There is much we can do ar liffle or no cost. In the lasr five years, srafre agencies have
repealed more rthan 8,000 stare rules and have re-written some @,000 more in
plainer English, making them more useful ro the general public. In roral, 2,400 pages
of the Washingron Administrarive Code have been axed due o not meeting such
criteria as need, reasonableness, effectiveness, clarity, fairness, and consistency wirh
legislarive infent and starurory aurhoriry. This is a significant improvement in the way
our sfafe government works.

Land use
and salmon
recovery

One of my foremost goals as your representarive is fo restore healthy salmon runs fo
the Hood Canal. | will be infroducing a Hood Canal Sancruary bill this session. Be-
cause fhis is such a large step, we probably won't see its passage rhis year. Bur if's a
srarf.

Trimming
the budget
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A narionwide recession made worse by the evenrs of Seprember 11, decreased rev-
enues, rising sfafe cosfs, increased numbers of lawsuirs, and a growing popularion
needing srare services have all affecred our srare economy in adverse ways. We
must loolk ar the proposed budger with a critical eye and reduce or eliminare pro-
grams or services thar are nor necessary. Doing so will help balance our current bud-
ger and malse our srare government leaner and more competirive.

Education and
other essential
services
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Paring the budger down o an acceprable level will be difficult, and no doubr, there
will be few who will nor be affecred. We will worls with the governor ro ensure thar
rhe srare K-12 schools remain fully funded in the new budger — while ar the same
fime prorecring our most vulnerable cifizens and funding the kinds of essenrial ser-
vices thar cifizens expect and deserve.

Transportation
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Governor Locke has presented a fransporfafion plan to address the stare’s worst traffic
cholke poinrs by raising the gas rax @ cenfts per gallon over the coming three years
and increasing cerrain fees on fruclks and newly-purchased cars. We will be raking a
close look ar his plan in the current session. As you may remember, a similar plan
was proposed last session, buf did nof pass.

While | loolk forward ro worlking with the governor and my fellow legislarors fo come
up with the besr possible plan thar addresses this critical problem, | do nor advocare ir
being passed info law by the Legislarure. Instead, | believe this should be approved
and sent on by the Legislarure ro be vored on in a public referendum.




